Library Volunteers Make A Difference
Summer—It’s an incredible time
in Central Oregon
Farmer markets are buzzing, summer activities are plentiful and
sunsets are often spectacular. Year round, the staff at the
Deschutes Public Library is inspired by the ongoing volunteer
support we receive. The commitment and attendance of more
than 240 district volunteers has our libraries humming with
volunteer energy. Recently I was asked what I love about my job.
Here’s a portion of my response:
Many people have heard me refer to my job as Volunteer Services
Coordinator as my pinch-me job. It doesn’t get any better than
this—I love working with people and I love books. We have the
most fabulous individuals volunteering with our libraries.
Volunteers help the library provide the best service possible and
every day they bring so much to our world—smiles, wonderful
energy, stories and kindness. It’s the best!
We can’t say it enough: Thank you for all you do.
Judy England
Volunteer Services Coordinator
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V O L U NT E E R S P O T L I G H T
Brandon Abernathy & Erleen Griffith (East Bend)
Brandon Abernathy
For the past nine months Brandon has been volunteering at the East
Bend Library on Saturday afternoons. As part of the National
Honors Society, Brandon just finished his junior year at Mtn. View
High School and has always liked books and reading in his spare
time. He loves the world of adventure and books really help his
imagination to do that. His favorite books from childhood are the
Percy Jackson series “because it combined mythology with fantasy
and made it super interesting.”
While there has never really been a book which made him laugh or
cry, The Throne of Glass series has always kept him in suspense and
on edge. Brandon just finished reading Ready Player One and even
though he has read it before, he wanted to read it again so he is
ready to see the movie.
Brandon—thanks for volunteering your time to help shelve!

Erleen Griffeth
Erleen grew up in a small mid-western town. As a child, Erleen
could hardly wait for Saturday so she could get a book at the library.
Miss Damon, the librarian, would always suggest books to read. She
liked Nancy Drew mysteries and to this day still likes mysteries the
most. Erleen and her husband relocated to Bend with their two
daughters in 1970. Both still live in Bend along with several of
Erleen’s grandchildren.
Erleen began volunteering at the Bend Library in 1995. She has
enjoyed volunteering with DPL for the last 22½ years!
Of all the books Erleen has read, the most humorous was The AllGirl Filling Station by Fannie Flagg. Currently, Erleen is reading a
novel by Dick Francis which is written by his son, Felix.
Thank you, Erleen, for all your dedicated years volunteering!

Travels With Volunteers
David Smith (East Bend)
In March three grandkids and spouses followed our grandmother’s adventure up
the Mekong River to Phnom Penh. In 1909 she and two other female missionaries
had a three-week break from teaching in the Philippines. They went to the Manila
docks and found a Norwegian tramp freighter with the first permit to interior
Indochina to pick up rice. They boarded, paying a dollar
a day for food and passage. Upon arrival at Phnom
Penh, and with the Philippines Governor’s letter of
introduction, they had an audience with the king. He
ordered a visit to his harem and a Royal Elephant
Procession since they were the first western women to
visit the kingdom.
One hundred and nine years later the six of us boarded
a smaller teak cruise boat with 20 other passengers and
departed Saigon, stopping at Phnom Penh, then
continuing on to Siem Reap, Angkor Wat, and the
interior of Cambodia. We had sent a packet to the
present king with photos and the journal copies of our
grandmother’s visit. Upon arrival no one, let alone
elephants, awaited us. We did find areas of the Royal Palace grounds depicted in
her 1909 pictures. A great adventure, but more than a dollar a day. And through all
the adventure the best discovery was the refreshing lemon milkshakes at a lunch
stand (it was 97 degrees and very humid).

Mary Ann Kruse (Downtown Bend & HomeWord Bound)
Mary Ann recently spent two weeks in Bonaire with family. Bonaire is one of the
ABC Islands of Abaco, Bonaire, and Curacao, that lies 54 miles north of Venezuela.
The languages spoken are Dutch
(official), Papiamentu (local),
Spanish (native), English (widely
spoken) or a combination of all
four. It is lovely and melodic.
Bonaire has been proactively
protecting its coral reefs since the
early 1970s making it known as
an excellent diving and
snorkeling destination. The
islands offer sanctuary, when
necessary, for flamingoes,
donkeys, turtles, parrots, and
more.

V O L U NT E E R L IA I S O N S P O T L I G H T
Renee Borys & Jennifer Fischer (Redmond)
Renee Borys – Liaison
What are you currently reading?
I’m reading (and listening to) A Time of Love and Tartan by Alexander McCall
Smith, One Minute Mindfulness by Don Altman, Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand
by Helen Simonson, and Eligible by Curtis Sittenfeld.
What has been your most influential book?
Winds of War by Herman Wouk.
What is your favorite book from childhood?
Anne of Green Gables.
Which is your favorite section of the library? Why?
The New Book section. I like to see what new titles are available and maybe
find a new author or new book from a favorite author.
E-reader or print?
I prefer print, but e-readers allow me to make the print larger and to easily
look up words in the dictionary.
Where is your favorite place to read?
I like to read in my reading chair with a nice fire going.

Jennifer Fischer – Liaison
What are you currently reading?
Too many books! I’m just finishing up The Poppy War by R.F. Kuang, I’m in the
middle of The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom on Death Row by
Anthony Ray Hinton, and I just started The Good Son by You-Jeong Jeong. I’m
also listening to Cold Days (Dresden Files series) by Jim Butcher.
What has been your most influential book?
It’s a toss up between The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien for introducing me
to fantasy, and The Gunslinger by Stephen King for introducing me to Robert
Browning and T.S. Eliot. King has great reading suggestions.
What is your favorite book from childhood?
White Fang by Jack London. I was obsessed with this book when I was
younger, pretending to be a wolf and romping around. I was finally able read
it by third grade, and it’s still one of my favorite books.
Which is your favorite section of the library? Why?
I like the knitting, running, and cooking sections. But when working, I love
the front desk because it’s where I get to interact with and help the most
people.
E-reader or print?
Both! I don’t discriminate. I have countless books at home. But the e-reader
is easier while I’m eating.
Where is your favorite place to read?
I’d love to say that my favorite place is that log down by the river. It sounds
so very romantic and just like something Anne of Green Gables would say.
But honestly, I like sitting in a comfy chair at home with a box of Kix, a cup of
tea, a comfy blanket, and my cat snuggling in my lap.

2018 Summer Reading: Libraries Rock!
This year’s summer reading program “Libraries Rock!” is for all ages and is
another outstanding summer reading program. Activities, prizes and programs
abound. A complete list of activities can be found at www.deschuteslibrary.org/
calendar/summerreading.

Libraries Rock! runs from
June 16 through August 18

