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A Novel Idea…Read Together  
Welcome to the 8th annual “A Novel Idea ... Read Together” program 
and be one of the 6,000 residents to read this year’s book, Kapitoil, 
by author Teddy Wayne. Join us as we walk the streets of Manhattan 
in the shoes of Karim Issar, a brilliant young programmer from 
Qatar who departs from the teachings of his Muslim faith to embrace 
American nightlife and corporate culture, finding himself torn 
between two worlds.  
 
Award-winning author Teddy Wayne will be visiting Central Oregon 
for three free presentations—Thursday, April 28 at the COCC 
campus, Friday, April 29 at the Tower Theatre in Bend, and on 
Saturday, April 30 at the Redmond Public Library. Please find details 
in the event listing at the back of this guide.  
 
Book club kits are available, free of charge, to enrich your group’s 
discussion. Please call (541) 312-1032 to order your kit today!   
 
Enjoy this reader’s guide as it navigates you through the corners 
of Kapitoil. We hope you find it to be a valuable resource as you 
immerse yourself in this 8th year celebration of “A Novel Idea,” and 
remember to share this book with friends, family, and community 
members. 
 
Please note that all cultural and author programs are free and 
open to the public. Some programs require registration. For more 
information, visit the “Novel Idea” website at: www.deschuteslibrary.
org/novelidea.

lighten up = relax	 1

Ticket Information  Free tickets are needed for the Tower and COCC 

events. Starting April 9 tickets are available at the Tower Theatre box 

office, 835 NW Wall Street, www.towertheatre.org, or by calling  

(541) 317-0700. COCC tickets are obtainable from the COCC box office 

between April 1–15 for COCC Campus ID holders only. Beginning April 

18, tickets are available to the general public.



Author Teddy Wayne
Teddy Wayne is a graduate of Harvard and Washington University in 
St. Louis, where he taught fiction and creative nonfiction writing. 

Kapitoil, his first novel, was named one of Booklist’s Top 10 First 
Novel of 2010, The Huffington Post’s 10 Best Books of the Year, 
the Kansas City Star’s Top 100 Books of the Year, Largehearted 
Boy’s Favorite Novels of 2010, and selected for The Morning News 
Tournament of Books 2011. The recipient of a 2010 NEA Creative 
Writing Fellowship, his work has appeared in The New Yorker, the 
New York Times, Vanity Fair, Time, Esquire, McSweeney’s, the Wall 
Street Journal, and elsewhere. 

He was born, raised, and currently resides in New York.

vassal = inferior worker in the feudal system



A CONVERSATION with Teddy Wayne
with Project Director Chantal Strobel

Tell us why you chose to set this novel “pre-9/11” rather than 
“post-9/11.”
I was trying to write a book that was fundamentally about the 
post-9/11 world but avoided many of the cliché and tropes of the 
new “9/11 novel” genre. The three dominant narratives from this 
genre we’ve been getting the last decade or so have been this, as far 
as I can tell: upper-middle-class white people in Manhattan undergo 
newfound anxieties in the wake of September 11; a Muslim man is 
persecuted unjustly for his religious beliefs; a Muslim man engages 
in terrorist activities. A story that deals with oil futures, terrorism, 
and a young Muslim man seems ripe for one of the last two—so, by 
setting it before 9/11, when our biggest global concern was the Y2K 
bug, it subverts expectations and allows the reader to focus on Karim 
as a character and not, I hope, a “young Muslim man”—while still 
thinking about the political issues the book raises.

Kapitoil taps into several related issues that our society grapples 
with today: global financial crisis, the Manhattan mosque debate, 
intolerance of the Islamic culture. What is your hope for the novel? 
Do you believe it can serve as a catalyst for change?    
I am skeptical of novels (or any art form, but especially novels) 
having the ability to catalyze real social change. The best you can 
hope for is that you affect individual readers. My suspicion is 
that anyone who reads (and finishes) Kapitoil is probably already 
sympathetic to whatever ideologies it may support. Maybe if it’s read 
by high schoolers who have never met someone from the Middle 
East, it might serve some useful function.

What characteristics and beliefs do you share with Karim? 
On the surface, very little, since I’m not Muslim, from Qatar, a 
programmer, a financial analyst, or a racquetball player (just tennis). 
And I’d like to think I’m a little—just a little—more socially adept than 

my bad = it is my fault/error	 3



he is. I’m also not nearly as decent to others as he is, unfortunately 
(few people are). But I share his sense of being an outsider (though I 
blend in more easily) or of sometimes wishing people and emotions 
could be as easily “solved” as logic problems. And while I haven’t 
taken a math class since high school, I often like to do mental 
calculations within my atrophied limits for everyday situations.

What do you think Karim’s response would have been when 9/11 
occurred? Would he have returned to New York?
A lot of people have asked if I’d ever consider writing a sequel, 
which I wouldn’t. Karim’s story is concluded, and I like the idea that 
each reader can forecast what he or she thinks might happen in the 
future—with Rebecca, with Karim’s program, with 9/11. So... I won’t 
say for fear of ruining it!

Share with us the top five reasons you live in New York.
1.  Friends. 
2.  The possibility of meeting interesting people all the time.
3.  The fact that walking around constitutes a form of entertainment.
4.  Cultural events.
5.  The New York Mets (not a Yankees fan, as the book might imply).

Do you have a favorite idiom? If so, please describe.
I don’t, but I’m sure there are plenty I overuse. In writing Kapitoil, 
whenever I noticed myself writing a cliché in dialogue, rather than 
revise it (as you might normally), I figured it was a good opportunity 
to make it a phrase Karim learns from.

What are you currently working on? 
A new novel, this one narrated by a young boy, but I’m trying not 
to say more while I’m still working on it. I also write humor and 
journalism for different publications.

This will be your first trip to Oregon. What are you hoping to find?
I’m looking forward to seeing what Central Oregon has to offer, to the 
promise of what I’ve been told is a gorgeous drive to Portland, and to 
seeing how Portland stacks up against Portlandia.

phonies = false people



Qatar
Qatar (kä´tär), a former pearl-fishing center and once one of the 
poorest Gulf states, is now one of the richest countries in the region, 
thanks to the development of large oil and gas fields since the 1940s.

Dominated by the Thani family for almost 150 years, the mainly 
barren country was a British protectorate until 1971, when it declared 
its independence after following suit with Bahrain and refusing 
to join the United Arab Emirates. In 1995 Crown Prince Hamad 
bin Khalifa deposed his father to become emir and since then he 
has introduced some liberal reforms, including press reforms and 
extending voting rights to women. 
 
Al-Jazeera, based in Qatar, has become one of the most important 
broadcasters in the world. 

The population is small. Foreigners, including laborers attracted 
by a construction boom, outnumber natives. Oil money funds an 
all-embracing welfare state, with many services being free or heavily 
subsidized. 

Possessing more than 15% of the world’s proven gas reserves, Qatar 
has ambitions to become a global energy giant. 

nefarious = immoral	 5



Facts
Full name: 	 The State of Qatar 
Population: 	 1.5 million (UN, 2010) 
Capital: 	 Doha 
Area: 	 11,437 sq. km. (4,416 sq. miles) 
Major language:	 Arabic 
Major religion: 	 Islam 
Life expectancy:	 76 years (men), 78 years (women) (UN) 
Monetary unit:	 1 riyal = 100 dirhams 
Main exports:	 oil, gas 

Time Line
1700s  Migrants establish pearling and trading settlements along the 
coast of present-day Qatar. 

1867  Conflict with neighboring Bahrain over territorial claims; Doha 
is all but destroyed. Seeds of independence are sown when Britain 
signs a treaty which recognizes Qatar as a separate entity, rather than 
a dependency of Bahrain. 

1871–1913  Turkish Ottoman forces establish a garrison at the 
emir’s invitation. 

1916  Deal signed under which Britain controls Qatar’s external 
affairs in return for guaranteeing its protection. 

1939  Oil reserves discovered. Utilization is delayed by World War II, 
but oil comes to replace pearling and fishing as Qatar’s main source 
of revenue. 

1968  Britain announces that it will withdraw its forces from the 
Gulf; Qatar negotiates with Bahrain and present-day United Arab 
Emirates on forming a federation. 

1971  Qatar becomes independent on September 3. 

1972  Khalifa bin Hamad Al Thani takes power in a palace coup after 
infighting in the ruling family. 

PC = Politically Correct; fearful of offending the Other



1990 August  After Iraq invades Kuwait, Qatar says it will allow 
foreign forces on its soil. Qatari troops later take part in the 
liberation of Kuwait. 

1995  Sheikh Khalifa deposed by his son, Hamad, in a bloodless coup. 

1996  Al-Jazeera satellite TV launches, as an independent channel 
funded by the emir. Based in Qatar, but broadcasting to much of 
the Arab world, it establishes a reputation for its news coverage and 
willingness to tackle controversial issues. 

1999  Municipal elections, the first democratic polls since 1971, mark 
the start of a democratization program. 

2001 March  Qatar settles long-running border disputes with Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain. 

2002  Qatar looms large in U.S. plans for a possible war against 
Iraq. Its al-Udeid air base is developed and expanded. Washington 
says it will deploy U.S. Central Command staff to Qatar.
 
2003 March–April  Qatar-based U.S. Central Command forward 
base serves as the nerve center in the U.S.-led military campaign in 
Iraq. 

2003 April  Voters approve a new constitution, which provides 
for a 45-member parliament with 30 elected members and the rest 
selected by the emir. 

2003 August  In a surprise move, the emir names his younger 
son Prince Tamim as crown prince, replacing his other son Prince 
Jassim. 

2005 June  Qatar’s first written constitution comes into effect, 
providing for some democratic reforms. 

2005 November  Qatar and the U.S. launch a $14 billion joint 
project to build the world’s largest liquefied natural gas plant. Most 
of the gas will be exported to the U.S. 

call dibs = claim ownership	 7



2007 September  Qatar and Dubai become the two biggest 
shareholders of the London Stock Exchange, the world’s third largest 
stock exchange. 

2008 March  St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church becomes the 
first official Christian church inaugurated in Qatar. Christians were 
previously not permitted to worship openly. 

2008 December  Saudi Arabia and Qatar agree final delineation of 
borders and pledge to boost cooperation after diplomatic relations 
restored in March. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk

higher-up = superior in a pyramidal hierarchy
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Discussion Questions
Did Karim’s brand of English make you think differently about 
your own use of the language? Which of his recurring words or 
expressions felt most meaningful?

How can the Kapitoil program and Karim’s story be read as relevant 
to a post-9/11 world? Why might the novel be set in 1999 and not 
after 2001?

How is Karim childlike and how is he very adult? How might these 
contradictions have developed?

What do you think about Karim’s moderate approach to Islam? Did 
you identify with his conflict with his father over religious and social 
values?

Karim writes that “Sometimes you do not truly observe something 
until you study it in reverse.” How can this statement apply to the 
entire novel?

In what ways does Rebecca give Karim something he’s missing? How 
does he do the same for her? How are their family dynamics similar?

How do sports and games function in the novel, especially as a means 
for men to bond? What does this say about the nature of competition 
in American society?

Mr. Schrub claims that Kapitoil ultimately helps people, but Karim 
believes it is a “zero-sum” game, in which one party benefits at the 
expense of another. What do you think?

In what ways does New York City fail to live up to Karim’s 
expectations? How does it appeal to him in ways he might not have 
predicted?

groupies = females who desire musicians	 9



How does Barron and Cynthia’s marriage function as a role model 
for Karim? How is theirs different from the Schrubs’ and his own 
parents’ marriages?

Karim states at the beginning of the novel that he believes “life 
is ultimately predictable”—that it is somehow destined, whether 
through divine intervention or science. What do you think?

What do you make of Karim’s final decision to work temporarily 
for his father? How has he changed from his comments about his 
father’s job in his initial journal entry?

Karim-esque = representative of Karim
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Related Materials
Muslims in America
The Arab Americans: A history
Gregory Orfalea
 
A History of Islam in America:  
From the new world to the new 
world order 
Kambiz GhaneaBassiri

Journey into America: The 
challenge of Islam 
Akbar Ahmed   

Muslims in America: A short 
history 
Edward E. Curtis IV

Nomad: From Islam to 
America—A personal 
journey through the clash of 
civilizations
Ayaan Hirsi Ali

philistine = someone ignorant of quality culture	 11

Race and Arab Americans 
Before and After 9/11: From 
invisible citizens to visible 
subjects
Amaney Jamal and  
Nadine Naber

The Sexual Life of an Islamist 
in Paris 
Leïla Marouane 

The Middle East
A Concise History of the  
Middle East
Arthur Goldschmidt Jr. and 
Lawrence Davidson

The Making of the Modern Gulf 
States: Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates,  
and Oman 
Rosemarie Said Zahlan

What Every American Should 
Know about the Middle East 
Melissa Rossi



Middle Eastern Food	
The Arabian Delights 
Cookbook: Mediterranean 
cuisines from Mecca to 
Marrakesh 
Anne Marie Weiss-Armush

The Arab Table: Recipes and 
culinary traditions 
May Bsisu

The New Book of Middle 
Eastern Food 
Claudia Roden

Homestyle Middle  
Eastern Cooking
Pat Chapman

Jackson Pollock
Jackson Pollock 
Leonhard Emmerling

Jackson Pollock (Modern 
Masters Series, #3)
Elizabeth Frank

vapid = non-stimulating

Jackson Pollock
Ellen G. Landau

Who the #$&% is  
Jackson Pollock? 
DVD

Directed by Harry Moses

Stock Market  
Forecasting
The Evolution of Technical 
Analysis: Financial prediction 
from Babylonian tablets to 
Bloomberg terminals 
Andrew W. Lo and  
Jasmina Hasanhodzic

A Beginner’s Guide to  
Short-term Trading 
Toni Turner
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par-tay = different pronunciation for “party”	 13

event schedule
Times, dates, and locations are subject to change. 
Call (541) 312-1032 or visit www.deschuteslibrary.org/calendar for 
up-to-date information.

„Kapitoil“ Book Discussion
Monday, April 4, 12:00 noon
Downtown Bend Public Library

Thursday, April 7, 12:00 noon
Sunriver Area Public Library

Novel Idea 2011 Kickoff
Saturday, April 9, 1:00 p.m.
Downtown Bend Public Library

Novel Idea 2011 kicks off with an overview of events, followed by a 
presentation on the work and life of artist Jackson Pollock, and a 
group splatter art project. Sample Middle Eastern food catered by 
Chef Ramsey of joolz Restaurant in Bend.

Express Yourself: The Trials and Tribulations 
of Learning Another Language
Saturday, April 9, 3:00 p.m.
Downtown Bend Public Library

Sunday, April 10, 2:00 p.m.
Sisters Public Library

What does it mean to “know” a language? How do we learn a new 
one? How is it that Karim can speak English with impeccable 
grammar, but still not “get” the language? Lynn Santelmann 
discusses what we know when we know a language and the joys and 
pitfalls of trying to learn a new one.



invested in = care about

Lynn Santelmann is an Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics at Portland 

State University. She received her Ph.D. in Linguistics from Cornell University in 

1995. She teaches courses in language acquisition and language structure, and 

researches how people learn the structure of their language—either as children 

or as adults learning a second language. She has lived and taught in Germany 

and Sweden, and knows first-hand the trials and tribulations of trying to express 

yourself in a new language. 

Second Sunday: Jawad Khan
Sunday, April 10, 2:00 p.m.
Downtown Bend Public Library

Jawad Khan, of the Muslim Education Trust of Portland, discusses 
the poetic nature of the Quran and its influence on both eastern and 
western literature. Open mic follows.

Jawad Khan is a member of the Muslim Education Trust’s Board of Directors as 

well as the MET’s Outreach Committee. He teaches language arts and social 

studies classes at the Oregon Islamic Academy High School and takes an active 

role in counseling and advising OIA students in preparation for college.

„Kapitoil“ Book Discussion
Monday, April 11, 1:00 p.m.
Bend Senior Center
1600 SE Reed Market Road

Monday, April 11, 6:30 p.m.
Sunriver Books & Music
Sunriver Village Building 25C

Thursday, April 14, 12:00 noon
Redmond Public Library
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mastermind = innovate as leader	 15

Middle Eastern Cooking Demonstration  
and Tasting
Wednesday, April 13, 6:00 p.m.
Downtown Bend Public Library

Saturday, April 16, 2:00 p.m.
Sisters Public Library

Wednesday, April 20, 6:00 p.m.
Sunriver Area Public Library

Saturday, April 23, 2:00 p.m.
Redmond Public Library

Monday, April 25, 12:00 noon
La Pine Public Library

Chef Ramsey from joolz Restaurant prepares and shares Middle 
Eastern dishes. Class sizes are limited and advanced registration is 
required. Register at www.deschuteslibrary.org or call Liz at (541) 
312-1032.

Juli and Ramsey Hamden are the owners of joolz, one of Bend’s hippest downtown 

restaurants. joolz features an eclectic mix of traditional Middle Eastern cuisine 

featuring many locally grown ingredients. Chef Ramsey is a graduate of Western 

Culinary Institute-Le Cordon Blue where he went on to become lead instructor, as 

well as the school’s food and beverage manager for eleven years. Juli worked for 

ten years at Wieden & Kennedy Advertising in the television broadcast department 

and as creative research manager, where she scouted for up-and-coming talent at 

national and international film, music, and comedy festivals. 



Art Envy: Jackson Pollock
Thursday, April 14, 1:00 p.m.
Sisters Public Library

Friday, April 15, 11:00 a.m.
La Pine Public Library

Local artist Paula Bullwinkel discusses the 
work and life of American artist Jackson Pollock, 
followed by a splatter painting workshop. Supplies 
provided, but class is limited to 20 participants. 
Register at www.deschuteslibrary.org or call Lisa at 
(541) 312-1034.

Paula Bullwinkel has a master’s degree in art education with a minor in painting. 

She has participated in numerous one-woman and group shows in New York City 

and the East Coast area. For 18 years, she was a professional fashion and portrait 

photographer for magazines in NYC and London. Paula believes art-making is 

best approached with a willingness to take risks, and a keen attitude towards the 

enjoyment of invention.

Many Borders to Cross: 
An Uneasy Nation of Immigrants
Thursday, April 14, 6:30 p.m.
Downtown Bend Public Library

University of Oregon professor of Political 
Science Daniel Tichenor and professor of 
Sociology Elaine M. Replogle provide historical 
perspective on the contentious debate and evolving 
policies governing immigrant admissions and 
rights in America and explore the U.S. immigrant 
experience with a focus on the challenges of social, 
cultural, and economic integration.

have a blast  = enjoy yourself



Daniel Tichenor, Ph.D. is an award-winning author of numerous works on American 

immigration policy, politics, and history. He has been a research fellow at Princeton’s 

Woodrow Wilson School, the Brookings Institution, Rutgers University, the John F. 

Kennedy Presidential Library, and Leipzig University. He has also been a commentator 

on immigration for National Public Radio and testified to Congress on the subject.

Elaine M. Replogle, Ph.D. teaches Sociology at the University of Oregon. Her 

research has focused on the children of South Asian immigrants in the United States, 

including Pakistani Muslims, Indian Hindus, and other groups. The mental health 

and identity issues confronted by immigrants is the focus of her work. Her training in 

religious studies at Harvard University compliment her sociological inquiry into the 

experience of immigrants in the U.S.

Islam 101: Putting Contemporary Muslim 
Beliefs and Practices into Context
Friday, April 15, 2:00 p.m.
Sunriver Area Public Library

Saturday, April 16, 11:00 a.m.
Redmond Public Library

Saturday, April 16, 2:00 p.m.
Downtown Bend Public Library

Rick Colby discusses basic beliefs and practices 
that are common to Muslims around the world, 
and how Islam plays a role in the novel Kapitoil, 
including the education of women, family bonds, 
and views on morality. Sponsored by AAUW–Bend 
& Redmond branches.

Professor Rick Colby specializes in Arabic manuscripts housed in Damascus, 

Istanbul, Cairo, and in other major repositories throughout the world. Colby’s 

recent research interests have turned to historical accounts of Muslim holidays and 

festivals in different cultural contexts. He obtained his Ph.D. from Duke University 

in 2002, and has been teaching for the Religious Studies Department at the 

University of Oregon since 2008.

tool = someone who is leveraged by others	 17



Economic Morality and „Kapitoil“:   
What Would Adam Smith Think?
Sunday, April 17, 2:00 p.m.
Downtown Bend Public Library

Karim’s experience working for an American 
financial firm presents him with opportunities 
to explore a foreign culture, but also confronts 
him with moral challenges. What can we make 
of these challenges through the eyes of an 
economist? Timothy A. Duy explores the 
economic morality in Kapitoil using the works of 
Adam Smith, the founder of modern economics. 

Timothy A. Duy, is an Adjunct Assistant Professor of Economics at the University 

of Oregon and the Director of the Oregon Economic Forum. He received his B.A. 

in Economics in 1991 from the University of Puget Sound, and his M.S. and Ph.D. 

in Economics in 1998 from the University of Oregon. Following graduate school, 

Tim worked in Washington, D.C. for the United States Department of Treasury as 

an economist in the International Affairs division, and later with the G7 Group—a 

political and economic consultancy for clients in the financial industry. He is the 

author of the University of Oregon Index of Economic Indicators, the Central 

Oregon Business Index, the Lane County Business Index, and the Portland Metro 

Business Index. Tim has published in the Journal of Economics and Business and 

is a member of the Oregon Governor’s Council of Economic Advisors.

„Kapitoil“ Book Discussion
Thursday, April 21, 12:00 noon
La Pine Public Library 

freaking out = panic
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Home and Belonging:  
An Im(migrants) Journey
Thursday, April 21, 6:30 p.m.
Redmond Public Library

Friday, April 22, 12:00 noon
Downtown Bend Public Library

When one im(migrates) to a different country the 
question of self, language, and homeland are no 
longer easily defined. Reshmi Dutt-Ballerstadt, 
Associate Professor from Linfield College, 
discusses the questions of identity and belonging 
and how migration effects immigrants relationship 
to his/her past nation and home. 

Reshmi Dutt-Ballerstadt earned her Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota and 

her B.A. from the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul, MN. She is an Associate 

Professor in the Department of English and Creative Writing at Linfield College and 

is the author of The Postcolonial Citizen: The Intellectual Migrant.

„Kapitoil“ Inspired Quilt Show Reception
Thursday, April 21, 5:00 p.m.
QuiltWorks 
926 NE Greenwood Ave. Suite B, Bend
More information: (541) 725-0527, marilyn@quiltworks.com

During April, QuiltWorks Quilt Gallery is exhibiting 20 to 25 quilts, 
each inspired by the novel Kapitoil. Each quilt, uniquely different in 
color, style, setting, and shape celebrates Kapitoil and the quilters 
who have embraced their love of reading and quilting. 

„Kapitoil“ Book Discussion
Wednesday, April 27, 6:30 p.m.
Sisters Public Library 

stab someone’s back = practice deception	 19



MAIN EVENTS
Living and Writing in  
New York: A Discussion with  
Teddy Wayne
Thursday, April 28, 4:30 p.m. 
Central Oregon Community College, Bend
Hitchcock Auditorium

Free tickets are available from the COCC box office. Between April 1 
and April 15, tickets for COCC Campus ID holders only. Beginning 
April 18, tickets are available to the general public.

Teddy Wayne offers an inside look at living and writing in New 
York and discusses the challenges of launching a career in today’s 
multi-faceted world of publishing. It’s a unique opportunity to chat 
with this successful young author. Co-presented by the Nancy R. 
Chandler Visiting Scholar Program of the COCC Foundation.

Author Teddy Wayne at Tower Theatre
Friday, April 29, 7:00 p.m.
Doors open 6:30 p.m.
Tower Theatre

The presentation is free, but tickets are required. Tickets are 
available online at www.towertheatre.org, by phone at (541) 317-
0700 or from the Tower Theatre box office during regular business 
hours beginning Saturday, April 9 at 10:00 a.m.

Author Teddy Wayne at Redmond  
Public Library
Saturday, April 30, 1:00 p.m.
Redmond Public Library

Free and open to the public. No tickets required.

look sharp = clothing appears sexy
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